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Ann Arbor, Michigan – The Sakai Foundation is seeking nominees for its second annual International “Teaching with Sakai Innovation” Award.  Representatives from the Foundation announced the competition during an opening keynote address at the Virginia Tech Sakai Regional Conference today.  The intent of the award is to highlight examples of innovative and transformative educational applications of Sakai.   
The second annual Teaching with Sakai Innovation Award will build on the energy generated at the 9th International Sakai Conference in Paris, France, where last year’s first and second place winners, Dr. Aileen Y Huang-Saad from the University of Michigan and Mr. Salim Nakhjavani from University of Cape Town, South Africa, excited attendees with their examples of how Sakai enhanced the educational experience of their students.
The Sakai Project is a landmark venture to create open-source course management, collaboration, and online research support tools for the higher education community. Begun through a collaboration involving the University of Michigan, Indiana University, MIT, and Stanford University, it now includes approximately 100 universities, colleges, and institutions of learning around the world.

At the heart of Sakai, whose community-source mantra is “built by educators, for educators,” is a deep passion for teaching, learning, and innovation.   Thanks to sponsorship by the IBM Corporation (www.ibm.com), and additional support from rSmart (www.rsmart.com), both Sakai Commercial Affiliates, this passion will continue to grow with the second annual Teaching with Sakai Innovation Award. 
Instructors or other interested parties can visit www.OpenEdpractices.org to learn more about the award and access an online application form and evaluation rubric.  The application deadline is February 27, 2009, at midnight GMT.  Winners will be awarded a trip to Boston, Massachusetts, to present at the 10th Sakai Conference and receive their award during the conference.  
Entries will also seed a collection of innovative practices in the OpenEdpractices.org repository, a community of practice for teaching and learning with open/community-source tools supported in part by rSmart, the Association of American Colleges and Universities, and Marist College.  Marist, located in Poughkeepsie, New York, is a Sakai partner institution.
“Community or open-source developed learning environments are not constrained by the limits of a profit-margin,” says Josh Baron, Sakai Foundation board member and director of academic technology and eLearning at Marist.  “Proprietary vendors often opt to deploy ‘status quo’ technology that sells instead of promoting truly innovative instructional technologies that can transform the learning process.  The Teaching with Sakai Innovation Award and ‘OpenEd Practices’ repository will allow us to capture and share these educationally transformative applications of Sakai with all levels of education.”

A panel of judges who are well known for their work to enhance learning through the appropriate use of technology will evaluate the courses and participate in Web conferences with the finalists to select the winner. The judges are Dr. Karen Swan, professor at the Research Center for Educational Technology at Kent State University, Ohio; Piet Kommers, associate professor in the University of Twente, The Netherlands, who has published 10 books used as texts for instructional design and multimedia learning programs; and Dr. Ken Bain, professor at Montclair State University and author of "What the Best College Teachers Do."

“Last year’s entries and winners showed that instructors’ worldwide are using Sakai in exciting and innovative ways.  Of particular note were first-place winner Dr. Aileen Y Huang-Saad’s, from the University of Michigan Sakai-based course Biomedical Engineering Graduate Innovative Design, and second-place winner Mr. Salim Nakhjavani’s, from the University of Cape Town, South Africa, International Law course,” says Susan Roig, chair for the Award Committee and director of academic technology, SunGard Higher Education at Claremont Graduate University , “The excitement generated by these applications of Sakai encouraged additional community effort in the planning for this year’s award with technology leaders from many institutions again coming together to make this all happen.” 
Michael King, vice president, IBM Education industry, notes this effort is also an excellent example of the kind of collaboration that takes place in Sakai with commercial partners such as IBM and rSmart, who are taking a leadership role in sponsoring the Teaching with Sakai Innovation Award for a second year in a row.  “The presentations given by last year's award winners demonstrated the tremendous power that Sakai holds to enhance traditional educational experiences,” says King.  “We look forward to seeing next year's award winners present their Sakai-facilitated teaching innovations in Boston." 
About Sakai
Sakai is an open source software project driven by the Sakai Foundation, a worldwide consortium of institutions, organizations, and individuals dedicated to providing collaboration, research, and e-portfolio tools. The Sakai Foundation is a nonprofit organization that is dedicated to coordinating activities around Sakai and the Sakai community to insure Sakai's long-term viability.  For more information, please visit www.sakaiproject.org.
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